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The foreign language program in Blue Valley focuses 
on developing student proficiency in the target language. 
This approach emphasizes using the language for 
communication in a cultural context, which extends 
student skills far beyond memorization of vocabulary or 
grammar structures.  
Proficiency is 
defined as 
the student 
knowing 
how and 
what to say 
to whom in 
a variety of 
cultural settings. 
Language 
proficiency is 
measured in 
levels of Novice, 
Intermediate and 
Advanced by ability 
in speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. 

As shown by the 
STAMP test that Blue 
Valley students have 
taken, we can expect that 
middle school Continuing 
8 students are in the Novice 
Mid range. High school 
students in AP Spanish or 
AP French are typically in the 
Intermediate Mid range. The 
most critical factors in achieving high levels of proficiency 
are long sequences of study, focused practice on using 
language for communication and student motivation.

What		
we	believe...

anguages empower 
us to seek 
understanding 

of different cultures. It is 
important that students have 
an opportunity to develop 
linguistic and cultural skills  
in more than one language  
in order to function 
successfully as citizens  
of our local, national  
and world communities. 
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Foreign	Language		
College	Testing		
&	Credit	Options

 Research
recent study (Foreign Language Annals, 
Vol. 41, Summer 2008) indicates that “the 

highest SAT verbal scores of any of the 

subjects are from students who have 

studied foreign languages for three or more years.” 

It concludes that foreign language learning is one 

way to enhance and boost mental powers and new 

ways of thinking not available to the monolingual 

speaker.

Benefits	of	Foreign	
Language	Enrollment		
in	high	school

Foreign language is an elective. It is not required 
for graduation from Blue Valley Schools. However, 
there are many benefits to taking foreign language 
in high school:

.  Many colleges require two to three years of the 
same foreign language study to be admitted and 
offer credit for prior high school study. 

.  Many degree programs require as many as four 
college semesters for college graduation, which 
is equivalent to four years in high school. 

.  Time spent learning a foreign language in high 
school can translate into time and money when 
students are placed into more advanced college 
courses where they can increase their language 
proficiency, and/or are able to fulfill college 
graduation requirements more quickly.

.  College freshmen use their placement in 
intermediate or advanced college courses to 
jump start their pursuit of a major or minor in 
the language, enhancing their marketability upon 
college graduation.

.  Cultural competencies and language 
proficiency are essential skills for future career 
and job placement and advancement in a 
global marketplace. 

In Blue Valley, about 60 percent of high school 

students are enrolled in foreign language. Nationally, 

about 40 percent of high school students are enrolled 

in a foreign language. Additional enrollment data can 

be found at www.bluevalleyk12.org/cur.

Why	French?	
French is one of six official languages of the United 

Nations. French is the official or co-official language 

in 26 countries. It is spoken in 53 countries, making 

it the most widespread language in the world. There 

are 77 million native speakers, plus an additional 50 

million second-language speakers of French. The 

United States exported $27 billion of products to 

France in 2007, making it America’s largest export 

trade partner.

Why	German?	
German is spoken natively by 95 million people and 

as a second language by 28 million others. German is 
the third most commonly taught language in Europe 
and Asia. Germany is the sixth highest export trade 
partner of the United States, with $50 billion in 2007.

Why	Spanish?
Spanish is the official language of 22 countries with 

about 352 million native speakers and 417 million 
second language speakers, primarily in Spain and 
Latin America. Mexico is the United States’ second 
export trade partner, with $136 billion traded in 2007.

Why	Latin?	
Sixty percent of English words are derived 

from Latin. Latin helps expand vocabulary. 
Latin emphasizes grammar, providing a link to 
understanding the structure of English and the 
modern languages. 

Foreign	Language	
College	Testing		
&	Credit	Options

CLEP (College-Level Examination Program): 
is a nationally recognized exam administered by 
most colleges in Kansas. Students are awarded 
college credit based on a cut off score set by each 
college or university. CLEP is inexpensive, readily 
available at colleges and universities, taken on 
computer in one hour and scores are immediately 
available.

SAT 2:  is a nationally recognized subtest of the 
SAT administered by high schools to test listening 
and reading skills. Some colleges require a specific 
number of SAT subtests as part of the application 
process. Test length is one-hour. 

Advanced Placement (AP):  is a nationally 
recognized three-hour exam administered in May 
at all Blue Valley high schools. It is a rigorous 
language exam that requires intermediate to pre-
advanced level skills in speaking, writing, listening 
and reading. Students may be prepared to test at the 
end of the Honors 4 class, but completion of AP 5 is 
highly recommended. More selective colleges may 
use completion of AP courses as part of entrance 
requirements. 

Detailed information about CLEP, SAT2 and AP 
exams can be found at www.collegeboard.org. The 
site also provides specific links for students to 
obtain current credit and placement information for 
most universities. 

College Now:  Students may enroll for college 
credit through Johnson County Community College.  
Kansas Board of Regents governed colleges and 
universities accept these credits that often fulfill the 
basic requirements and allow the student to begin 
college study at a higher level. 

The curriculum and course descriptions for all 
languages can be found at www.bluevalleyk12.org.

A

Continued on back


